T lymphocytes bearing histamine receptors in patients with digestive neoplasm.
The inverse relationship between allergic diseases, particularly bronchial asthma, and cancer has been much debated these past years. This inverse relationship may be due to different levels of blood and tissue histamine, and its effect on lymphocytes with H2 receptors. A clinical study was performed on circulating histamine-bearing T cells and on in vivo and in vitro immune response to PPD and histamine in patients with a newly diagnosed digestive neoplasm and in patients with allergic bronchial asthma. The mean percentage of T lymphocytes with histamine receptors was significantly decreased in patients with digestive neoplasm and with allergic bronchial asthma as compared to healthy controls.